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Charlotte 3, N. C., Aug. 23, 1952. 


Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, 
Care Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Georgia. 


My Dear Doctor Robinson: 


Let me thank you for your very correct criticism 
on the “accuracy” of the R.S.V. which our Church 
is seemingly sponsoring so unconditionally. I have 
traced the references that you give very carefully 
and find that you are certainly correct in the inter- 
pretations which you give. I am very sorry to see 
our Board of Education making ‘“‘Rally Day” a time 
to advertise this translation throughout the whole 
Assembly. There are so many people who do not 
think for themselves (and cannot think for them- 
selves) that will “swallow” this wholesale endorse- 
ment, and who will think that those who do not 
“swallow” it are just down right ignorant! 


Yours very cordially, 
W. H. Frazer. 


Decatur, Ga., Aug. 29, 1952. 
Dear Dr. Frazer: 


Thank you so much for your valuable support in 
my studies of the R.S.V. Of course, there are other 
elements here which give some of us question. The 
R.S.V. uses Thee and Thou for God and you for 
men, and generally the latter for our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is particularly objectionable in such 
passages as the conversion of Paul. According to 
the several accounts of this event, Saul was smitten 
down by a Theophany and arrested by a heavenly 
Hebrew Voice saying: “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?”’ And Saul, who had been reared 
on the Old Testament accounts of the Theophanies 
to Abraham, Jacob and Moses, replied to the Lord 
(Jehovah-Adhonay) Whom he had worshipped 
from youth: “Lord, who art Thou?” Only, the 
R.S.V. renders this august passage by the flat: 


“Who are you, Lord?”’ 


Then one may well ask whether the condensed or 
“clipt” style used by the R.S.V. is as accurate a 
translation of the meditative, deliberative, Eastern 
writer of nineteen hundred years ago as is the 


ampler rendering of the older versions. For ex- 


ample, read Acts 3:6 in the older versions and then 


note the R.S.V. rendering: “But I give you what I 
have.” Now that conveys the general sense, but it 
is not as ample a rendering of the Greek text, nor 
does it fit the situation as one can reconstruct it 
from the text. Peter was asking the lame man to 
fix his eye on him and speaking slowly and deliber- 
ately in order to give time for the exercise of faith 
by the man lame from birth. 


Again, compare John 20:28 in the R.S.V. and in 
the versions of 1611, 1881 and 1901. The R.S.V. 
gives the sense: “Thomas answered him, My Lord 
and my God.” But the fuller rendering: “Thomas 
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my 
God” is the more accurate translation of the full 
Greek text and it fits the occasion. This is the cli- 
max of the Fourth Gospel and the author gives it 
in a measured tread that allows its full force to 
break upon the reader. The clipt fashion of the 
R.S.V. obscures its full force. 


Fraternally and affectionately, 
Wm. C. R. 


EDITORIAL 


An Old Man’s 
Soliloquy 


I’ve been hearing lately that there is talk of our 
denomination going into a union with another de- 
nomination, and that if our congregation does not 
go into the union we are likely to lose all our church 
property—church building, manse, and everything. 


This is news to me, and I don’t quite see how it 
could be. We always thought that this was our 
Church. We built it sixty-five years ago. I was a 
boy, but I helped load the lumber at the sawmill 
and unload it here. My father split the shingles— 
good clear cedar shingles, and they are on the roof 
vet. He and the rest of the neighbors put up the 
house, and were mighty proud of it. They certainly 
did a good job, for the walls are as plumb today as 
when they built it. 
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I remember when the Church was dedicated. It 
was a big day. They had two sermons that day, one 
in the morning and the other in the afternoon, with 
dinner on the ground. People were here from every- 
where, and they were all happy. We thought that 
it was our Church. The preachers who came to 
dedicate it didn’t tell us that it belonged to the de- 
nomination, and that we couldn’t do as we pleased 
with it. 


For all these sixty-five years we have kept the 
Church going. From it our dead have been buried, 
and in it a lot of weddings have been had when the 
girls and boys, children and grandchildren of those 
who built it have been married. And during all that 
time nobody told us that it wasn’t our Church. We 
thought it was. There is no paper that we ever 
signed to show that it was not our property. And vet 
I am told that they say that it is not our Church, 
and never has been! I don’t understand why, if we 
paid for it, and through all these years have used it 
without any claim against it, anybody can say that 
it is not ours. 


I asked our preacher if there is anything in the 
Bible about a congregation not owning its own 
property, and he says that there is not a word in 
the New Testament to indicate that any other au- 
thority has any claim whatever on the property of a 
local congregation. He says that several hundred 
years after the time of the Apostles the big 
preachers in the big cities began to organize a kind 
of ecclesiastical (I think that’s the word he used) 
authority for the purpose of controlling all the 
churches within certain districts, and that maybe 
this idea of property control came from that. He 
also said that something that was called a Refor- 
mation about four or five hundred years ago broke 
up that practice, but that it looked to him like some 
of the preachers are trying to get that kind of a 
thing established again. I reckon that’s where our 
trouble comes from. Well, we didn’t know any- 
thing about church history when we built our 
meeting house, and we were never told that what 
we were building belonged to somebody else. It 
looks to me like they are trying to change the rules 
in the middle of the game in favor of their side. 


All I have to say is that, in my opinion, church 
courts should be as honest as state courts. We built 
a courthouse in our county with our own tax 
money, and | have never yet heard of a state saying 
that a county courthouse does not belong to the 
county. We love our denomination as we love our 
little old church, but we certainly want our de- 
nomination to be honest with us. We feel that by 


every legal and moral right our Church is ours, and 
it will be a sad day when its door is locked in our 
faces, and we are told that we can’t use it any 
more except by the consent of other people. Some of 
us are mighty proud of our denomination, and we 
don’t want ever to have cause to be ashamed of it. 


“Meddling” 


While searching the Minutes of the Synod of 
Philadelphia and New York for data concerning 
the origin of one of the churches of which he is 
pastor and having nothing to do with the contro- 
versial church property question, the writer came 
upon a minute that throws light on that question. 


In 1764-65, two congregations, New Castle and 


Christine Bridge, disagreed sharply over an ar- 


rangement to have them served by the same pastor, 
which arrangement was insisted upon by the Pres- 
bytery of New Castle. Appeal was made to the 
Synod. The following is quoted from its decision: 


“And as the Presbytery assured us that they 
never intended to meddle with the civil property of 
their meeting-houses, even in the alternative pro- 
posed to these societies” (i.e., their separation) 
“which was only for the sake of peace, we leave 
them to settle the matter according to their own 
articles of union ... earnestly recommending it to 
both parties to maintain their union inviolable.” 


So the “civil property” of these two congrega- 
tions belonged to them, not to their Presbytery nor 
their Synod (then the highest court of the Presby- 
terian Church), and the Presbytery, with the ap- 
proval of the Synod, disclaimed any intention of 
“meddling” with the property of these local 
churches, —W.T.W. 


A Word Of Encouragement 


To Our A.R.P. Brethren 


From several weeks spent on the A.R.P. confer- 
ence grounds, one gathers that this fine denomina- 
tion has fallen upon difficult days due to an attack 
of “unionitis.” This epidemic depreciated and be- 
littled the A.R.P. denomination in comparison with 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. (Incidentally, 
the same epidemic in the Southern Church glorifies 
the larger U.S.A. Church until we sometimes cry: 
Have you no good word to say for a Church that 
feeds you?) 


Then some of the leading pastors and larger con- 
gregations declined to abide by the vote of their 
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General Synod and determined to have union 
“without tarrying for any.” Now the great ma- 
jority of the denomination is told that without 
these strong congregations the Church can not 
carry on her independent existence, support her in- 
stitutions, or advance her missionary work. Mean- 
while, the separating congregations are finding any- 
thing but a happy time. One is reported splinter- 
ing—the group that left the A.R.P. Church being 
minus pastor, minus sanctuary, minus largest finan- 
cial contributor—and the other congregation is in a 
quandry over a split that divides families, wrenches 
the community apart, leaves the property to the 
continuing minority, and raises the spectre of a law- 
suit between groups or congregations of our two 
denominations. 


Dear brethren of the A.R.P. denomination, your 
labor of love, your worship of praise, your work of 
faith has not been forgotten by your Lord. Your 
ministry of service has won for you the esteem of 
your sister denominations among whom you have 
lived in these Southern States, and with whom you 
have served on the foreign fields. God is in the 
midst of you, you shall not be moved! He Who 
was with the three in the fiery furnace is with you 
today. He has not removed your candlestick from 
its place. When the first disciples were tossed in the 
stormy sea, their Lord was on the mountain pray- 
ing for them, and at the fourth watch He came to 
them walking on the sea. In His own time and way, 
He will make His presence even more manifest 
among you. The signs of life and progress in your 
conference grounds, the increase of benevolences 
assigned to your college, most of all, the evident 
power of His Spirit when your New Life Move- 


ment was presented by one of your senior mis- — 


sionaries, are harbingers of gracious refreshings 
from above. 


Meanwhile let us of other denominations ask 
God’s grace that we may be sympathetic, helpful, 
Christian neighbors—not cold, complacent competi- 
tors seeking to profit by your predicament. All 
things whatsoever we would that men should do 
unto us, let us seek to do to this denomination and 
to her torn congregations. In the third chapter of 
First Corinthians, the Apostle describes a congrega- 
tion of God in Christ Jesus as a building of God, 
resting upon Jesus Christ the foundation, made a 
temple of God by the indwelling of the Spirit— 
a holy temple that no man dare destroy (3:17). 
The Church is the mother of us all (Gal. 4:26) ; 
and, as Solomon showed, a true mother is more 
ready to give the whole child to the other claimant 
than to have it divided that she may get “her” half. 


The presbyters are to shepherd the Church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28). There are solemn words in John 10 
and Ezekiel 34 about the shepherds who leave the 
flock to be scattered. The Good Shepherd has com- 
passion on those that are faint and scattered as 
sheep having no shepherd. Indeed, He Himself 
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comes and calls and gathers His own sheep and 
raises up true shepherds for them (John 10; Mt. 
9:36; Eze. 34). Even so, we pray the Lord of the 
harvest to raise up for our A.R.P. brethren—as for 
ourselves—ministers who so preach the Word that 
the sheep hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd and 
vather about Him. May the Lord’s hand, which is 
not shortened so that it cannot save by few as by 
many, continue to bless the A.R.P. Church and to 
make it a witness and a blessing in our midst! 


—Wnm. C. R. 


The Church 
And Labor 


The Church has been rightly disturbed because 
of the great numbers in organized labor not reached 
by the Christian message and appeal. One frequent- 
ly hears statements that the Church has failed labor. 
In many of the major denominations and in some 
theological seminaries special departments are being 
set up to deal with the problem of bringing the 
Church to Labor. 


Unfortunately, some who seem most concerned 
are actively trying to make the Church an agent 
and a pressure group to bring about certain govern- 
mental policies with reference to Labor. Conscious- 
ly or otherwise, these “Friends of Labor” are often 
guilty of the greatest possible betrayal of Labor be- 
cause they measure the contribution of the Church 
in terms of material progress rather than recog- 
nizing that the Church’s primary responsibility to 
Labor, as to every other group in society, is preach- 
ing the gospel of God’s redeeming love in Jesus 
Christ. Before God, Capital and Labor are com- 
posed of men with immortal souls, men who are 
sinners and who each one, as individuals, needs the 
cleansing and redeeming work of the Eternal Son 


of God. 


We believe that the major denominations, and 
the National Council of Churches, have largely 
failed with reference to the laboring man, and we 
see nothing in their present programs calculated to 
really correct the situation. 


At the same time, in certain sections, the Church 
is reaching Labor in a way which is effective, prac- 
tical and Scriptural, and where this is the case there 
are certain features which show that a similar solu- 
tion is possible elsewhere and which therefore war- 
rant careful study. 


In the area around Asheville, N. C., there are a 
number of large industrial plants and this number 
is increasing each year. Most of the men and women 
who work in these plants are affiliated with organ- 
ized labor. At the same time, probably nowhere in 
the United States are a greater proportion of wor- 
kers found to be an active part of the Christian 
Church. The Church is reaching these people in a 
most effective way. Why is this true here to such an 
unusual degree? 
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It is frankly recognized that in the Asheville, 
and similar areas, there are some factors which do 
not operate in all places where industrialization is 
present. 


First of all, this section is not crowded from the 
population standpoint. In the second place many ot 
these people own small plots of land on which they 
have their homes and from which they may derive a 
small part of their living. In the third place the 
people are largely of old Protestant American 
stock, with a Christian background. 


Admitting these advantages, and they are great, 
they in themselves do not constitute the ultimate 
reason why in this area the Church is largely eftec- 
tive in its impact on the people commonly known as 
“the laboring class.”’ 


The reason the large denominations are failing in 
their appeal to Labor is that they have consistently 
catered to the educated, wealthy and sophisticated 
classes in the training of men for the ministry. To 
be more specific, as now set up, the Presbyterian 
Church is not training men for the ministry who 
will find themselves acceptable to the average man 
who works in an industrial plant. More than that, 
the average Presbytery will consistently refuse to 
accept or ordain a man who does not meet certain 
educational requirements, no matter how great evi- 
dence he may show of being a man on whom God 
has laid His hand to the ministering to the souls of 
men. 


We are not for one minute speaking against an 
educated ministry. We thank God for the stan- 
dards and the mental equipment of the Presbyterian 
ministry. But, we believe that our insistence on a 
highly educated ministry only has necessarily pre- 
cluded the Presbyterian Church from having an ex- 
tensive share in reaching men and women with 
fewer educational advantages but just as precious 
in the Lord’s sight. 


How then are these people in the Asheville area 
being reached? By a large group of preachers, many 
of them Baptists or representatives of the smaller 
denominations, who have the social, educational 
and economic backgrounds of the people with whom 
they work. Many of these preachers are actually 
workers in these plants, men who labor with their 
hands five days a week and on Sunday are found in 
scores of small churches, preaching as effective or- 
dained ministers of the Gospel. Many of them lack 
the advantages of some of their more fortunate 
brethren in the ministry; but, they have the same 
Bible, the same Gospel, the same Lord and Saviour 
and the same Holy Spirit to water the seed that 
they sow. It is also worth noting that these men 
possess a simplicity of faith in the Book and the 
message which is honored by the One they are seek- 
ing to serve. 


It may be argued that we have within the bounds 
of our own denomination men that God is similarly 
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using. True, but they are general exceptions to the 
obvious fact that we have become largely a class 
Church, ministering to the needs of people often far 
removed from organized labor, as such. 


The main theme of this editorial is that the 
larger denominations and the National Council of 
Churches should squarely face the method which 
may be the only solution to the present failure of 
the Church to reach organized labor. It is our con- 
viction that the Church will never reach this large 
and needy section of society by primarily appealing 
to labor as a champion of, or pressure group for, 
social legislation. As important as some of this may 
be. the primary mission of the Church is preaching 
the message of salvation through Jesus Christ, and 
it behooves the Church to recognize and place the 
seal of her endorsement on men called by the Holy 
Spirit and basically trained in the Word of God 
itself, to work for and with the men and women on 
a basis of mutual sympathy and understanding. 


Organized labor, without the restraining and the 
directing wisdom which comes from those who are 
Christians, can in time change the course of national 
life and history until it may itself become a godless 
tyranny. 


Labor needs the Church and the Church unques- 
tionably has a mission to the worker , as to all other 
segments of society, but the Church will only reach 
organized labor when it gets down off its high horse 
of educational and social perfection and reaches out 
with the Spirit-directed hand of those who them- 
selves are willing to serve. —L.N.B. 


Dedicated To Miss Mary Beam 
And Miss Betty Cridland Of The 
Anglo-Egyptian (S.1.M.) Mission 


Miss Beam has told how upon their first night, 
camping all alone in the tall grass, with only a 
small tent and a mosquito net for protection (hu- 
manly speaking), they heard a lion roar—a terri- 
fying sound— then another, from another direc- 
tion, and still another and another, until there were 
quite a number of the beasts prowling around their 
tent (tracks discovered next morning within arms- 
length of the tent), and how they remembered the 
account of Daniel in the lions’ den, and how they 
knelt and prayed that the same God who protected 
Daniel would protect them; and then, wornout and 
exhausted, they laid down and slept—and the lions 
went back to the jungle. 


She told the story at our Sunday School in the 
morning, and that afternoon as I took a nap—half 
awake | got to thinking of their thrilling experi- 
ence, strange to say, in connection with a little 
jingle that my father used to sing to us kids when 
we were dressed in our red flannel “night-drawers” 
for bed. While we danced around in a circle he 
would sing: “Johnny Brown had a little Indian— 
one little, two little, three little Indians; four lit- 
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tle, five little, six little Indians; seven little, eight 
little, nine little Indians; ten little Indian boys.” 


The jingle seemed to melt into the lion story 
Miss Beam told: 


Two little missionaries went to the Sudan, two 
little missionaries went to the Sudan, two little 
missionaries went to the Sudan; ’n’ camped in the 
grass on the ground. 


Nothin’ but a ’skeeter net for their shelter, 
nothin’ but a ’skeeter net for their shelter, nothin’ 
but a ’skeeter net for their shelter; ’n’ lions walkin’ 
all around. 


One big, two big, three big lions; four big, five 
big, six big lions; seven big, eight big, nine big 
lions; ten big lions all around. 


_ Two little missionaries thought about Daniel; 

two little missionaries thought about Daniel; two 
little missionaries thought about Daniel; ’n’ lions 
walkin’ all around. 


Then they prayed to the God of Daniel; then 
they prayed to the God of Daniel; then they prayed 
to the God of Daniel; kneelin’ there on the ground. 


Went to sleep ’n’ forgot the lions; went to sleep 
’n’ forgot the lions; wept to sleep ’n’ forgot the 
lions; walkin’ in the grass all around. 


Ten little, nine little, eight little lions; seven 
little, six little, five little lions; four little, three 
little, two little lions; one little lion all alone. 


Two little missionaries waked up smilin’; two 
little missionaries waked :p smilin’; two little mis- 
sionaries waked up smilin’; ten big lions all gone!! 


Hallelujah! — Wade C. Smith. 


Memorials For Rev. Leslie M. Patterson 
And Rev. Benjamin K. Tenney, D.D. 


Resolution Of The Home Mission Association 
Montreat ... North Carolina 


In His infinite wisdom God has seen fit to call 
from our midst during the past year two great 
souls, Rev. Leslie M. Patterson, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Synod of South Carolina and the Presi- 
dent of our Home Mission Association, and Rev. 
Benjamin K. Tenney, D.D., Executive Secretary of 
Home Missions in Mid-Texas Presbytery. 


Their sudden deaths came with distinct shocks to 
our minds and hearts, filling us with a grief which 
is relieved only by our gratitude for their lives and 
service, and our submission to the will of God who 
has called them to their rewards. 


These servants of God were outstanding in their 
spheres of service. They were characterized by 
strong devotion to their Lord and Saviour, intense 
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loyalty to their beloved Church. There was never a 
task to which their Church called them which was 
beyond their vision to see and faith to believe that 
it could be done. There was never a task too small 
to receive their devoted attention and best effort. 
Both served in the pastorate with singular success. 
They were known and loved as kind, gracious, 
understanding pastors. Both were called to execu- 
tive positions of large responsibilities. They were 
admired and trusted as capable administrators, wise 
counsellors, genial, happy Christians. 


We, the members of the Home Mission Associa- 
tion, record our sense of deep loss in the passing of 
these two great Christian statesmen. While no 
longer with us in person, yet their influence will be 
felt for years to come. Here their counsel will no 
longer be heard in the hour of important decisions, 
but the things for which they stood will guide us in 
our thinking. Their example will continue to in- 
spire us to greater effort in the extension of the 
Church and the joyous proclamation of its evangel 
to all men. 


To their bereaved families and friends we extend 
our Christian love and deepest sympathy with the 
assurance of our prayers that the God of all grace 
may grant them sustaining strength through the 
comforting, abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. 


R. D. Bedinger, Chairman, 
T. H. Talbot, 
G. A. Nickles, 


Committee. 


August 1, 1952. 
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The Sovereignty Of God 


By Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 
Gastonia, N. C. 


“The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” Rev. 
19:6. That is what is meant by the theological 
term “the sovereignty of God.” It means that God 
is king in the most absolute sense. It means that 
God is the ruler over His creation. God is a spirit- 
ual person to whom belong infinite perfections, and 
His sovereignty is a prerogative arising out of His 
perfections. He is sovereign because He is who He 
is. This is one of the truths which will not admit 
compromise. The Scriptures are clear in their claims 
that God is the sovereign ruler, and we have al- 
ready established that the Scriptures are a trust- 
worthy authority. Rev. 19:16 claims sovereignty 
for our God when it describes Him as “King of 
king and Lord of lords.’”’ Now, what has the Bible 
to say as to the nature and extent of His ruler- 
ship ? 


God’s sovereignty is universal, That means that 
it extends over all His creation. ““The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein.” Ps. 24:1. “Of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him are all things: to whom 
be all glory forever.’”’ Rom. 11:36. Those statements 
do not omit anything. Some people seem to think 
that God is concerned only with spiritual matters, 
with those things we include under the heading 
“religion.”” This idea is contrary to the Scriptural 
teaching about the sovereignty of God. What does 
God say about His lesser creatures? “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing? and not one of them 
shall fall to the ground without your father.’”’ Matt. 
10:29. There is no middle ground about the ex- 
tent of God’s sovereignty. According to the Scrip- 
tures He is either ruler over all, or He is not ruler 
at all. 


God’s sovereignty is absolute. There is no limit 
to His ability to do whatsoever He wills to do. 
Jesus said, “All power is given to me in heaven 
and in earth.” Mt. 28:18. That is another of those 
uncompromisable statements. ‘There are other pas- 
sages which teach the same thing. “He doeth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand.” Dan. 4:35. He “worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will.” Eph. 1:11. The only 
thing that could be said to limit God's sovereignty 
is His own nature. God cannot and will not do that 
which is inconsistent with His nature. In other 
words, God cannot do evil because it is contrary to 
His righteousness. Whatsoever God wills to do, He 
will do, but it will be consistent with His attrib- 
utes of wisdom, righteousness, justice, and love. 
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God’s sovereignty is unchangable. The Scrip- 
tures describe Him as “the Father of lights with 
whom is no variableness.” Jas. 1:17. His rule is as 
binding upon His creatures as the physical law is 
binding on the material universe. This is the teach- 
ing of the Bible. “Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own?” Mt. 20:15. “All that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine.” I Chron. 
29:11. “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of 
the father, so also the soul of the son is mine.” Ezek. 
18:4. These passages make it clear that all creatures 
belong to the Lord and that He can do with them 
whatsoever He wills. His rule is not changeable. 


If this is true, how is it that we speak of certain 
acts of the creatures as being contrary to God’s will? 
We may defy the laws of nature, but we cannot 
break them. You may defy the law of gravity by 
leaping over a precipice, but you and not the law 
of gravity will be broken. So it is with the sovereign- 
tv of God. You may ignore the rule of God for a 
time, but you cannot break it. It was wrong for 
Joseph’s brothers to sell him as a slave, but God 
overruled their evil doing to the salvation of the 
chosen family. Gen. 50:20. It was wrong for the 
Jews and the Romans to connive to crucify Christ, 
but our Sovereign God overruled their wickedness 
to the salvation of the world. Acts 2:23, 36. That is 
how God’s sovereignty works. His rule cannot be 
broken. “Woe unto him that striveth with his 
maker.” Isa. 45:9. 


From these passages and many others it is per- 
fectly clear that the Scriptures teach the sovereignty 
of God. The doctrine is not without its intellectual 
difficulties, but the difficulties are due to weak faith 
and sin-clouded intellect. If God is not sovereign, 
then the claims of the Bible and the claims God 
makes for Himself are false. A false God could not 
be trusted. The difficulty that arises from limiting 
God’s sovereignty in your thinking, is harder to 
solve than any connected with the doctrine itself. 
There can be no middle ground about the sovereign- 


ty of God. 


Blessed are they who accept God as the sovereign 
ruler. They know their lives are committed to one 
who cannot fail them. They are with the army 
which is sure to be victorious in life’s battles. To 
them nothing is meaningless or uncertain, and every- 
thing has purpose, but these blessings are lost to 
those who question the sovereignty of God. 
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Some Burdens And Thrills 


Of The Gospel On A 


Long Journey 


By Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


Pastor - Central Presbyterian Church 


Chattanooga ... 


August 8, 1952. 


This is not a travelogue, although this is written 
in the midst of a long journey from the Holy Land. 
Some experiences have depressed us, others have de- 
lighted and thrilled us. When one has viewed the 
domes and minarets in four great Moslem cities 
where scarcely a Christian Church is ever seen one 
feels the intolerable burden for men without Christ. 
We have heard the prayer calls by Mohammedan 
priests in Cairo, Damascus, Jerusalem and Istanbul. 
It is a weird sound, and, if we may be pardoned for 
the comparison, it echoes like the cry of an animal 
rather than of a human being. As we looked out 
from our hotel window in Damascus we could 
count 24 Mosques in the distance, their minarets 
piercing the sky. In Cairo the guide gave us a 
Chamber of Commerce story to the effect that there 
were 500 such in his city. Other reports cut the 
number in half. To visit Nazareth the boyhood 
home of our Lord nestled on high hills overlooking 
the beautiful plain of Esdraelon was a privilege be- 
yond comparison. To learn, however, that its popu- 
lation was almost entirely Moslem was depressing 
to the mind and heart of a Christian who would 
have it otherwise. 


We should be praying for the Near East for it is 
awaking like a man out of a long sleep. It is quickly 
seizing western ideas and customs. It is buying wes- 
tern machinery and gadgets. European and 
American-made cars and trucks are slowly but 
surely crowding the donkey and the camel off the 
streets and highways. Damascus and Cairo still 
have thousands of their women wearing heavy veils 
and relatively few men and women are seen to- 
gether. Men are still wearing fezzes, turbans of 
varied hues and patterns. Alongside of these age-old 
costumes are men dressed according to smart wes- 
tern tailoring. The Near East is slowly but surely 
shaking off the shackles and clammy hands of a 
dead past. Turkey forbids the veil and the fez and 
the turban, having become sharply western since 
Ataturk’s regime as president. Again, let us empha- 
size the fact that the Near East is awaking to a new 
freedom but without the great boon of Christ-like 
righteousness and truth. 


What are the thrills of the gospel’s power that 
we have observed? We shall start at Calvary and 
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the ‘Tomb first. The location that we liked best was 
Gordon’s Calvary, the place located by the great 
Christian general known as Chinese Gordon in 
1882. One is pointed to a tree standing on top of a 
hill that looks like a skull. It was there, said the 
warden, Mr. May, that it was believed that Jesus 
was crucified. Unlike the Ornate Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre where our Catholic friends think 
the crucifixion took place, this spot is beautiful in 
its restful simplicity and quiet. There the Great 
Transaction took place and man’s atonement was 
fully made. Not a long ways off is the solemn tomb 
where the body of our Lord lay. We walked into 
the tomb itself and tried to catch something of the 
spirit of that far-off day. We tried to realize that it 
was here the great Captain of our Salvation rose 
triumphant from the dead. It was late afternoon 
when we left but with a quiet thrill concerning our 
all-victorious Lord and King. 


One or two more thrills. We haven't time to tell 
of the rare pleasure of picking up a rough stone 
from the top of Mount Carmel and hearing again 
old Elijah’s prayer, ‘Hear me, oh Lord, hear me,” 
and then the fire fell from heaven. Excitement 
filled our breasts as the guide pointed out the brook 
Cishon at the foot of the mountain where the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal were slain, and 
their blood made red the waters of that little 
stream. 


Mars Hill where the Resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead was made vivid by Paul, is a large rather 
unsightly rock. There are no monuments or temples 
there as on the Acropolis. The guide would pass it 
by. She was a charming cultured Athenian lady and 
over and over declared her Christianity. I reminded 
her, perhaps half impatiently, that Mars Hill had 
done more for the freedom of women than the Par- 
thenon and all of its surrounding pagan temples. 
Corinth, and its stately ruins with the remains of 
temples of Jupiter and Apollo and the now de- 
stroyed temple of Venus, light up the words of the 
great Apostle when he said: “And I was with you 
in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.” 
We could but thank God for this brave soldier who 
in the worst citadel of evil of the ancient world 
could declare: “] determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


_, 


| | 
e 
I 
& 


1S 


e 
k 
n 
t 
) 
4 


Lvangelism -- Baptism 


By Rev. R. P. Robertson 
Malden, W. Va. 


Presbyterians in America, especially in the 
South, are losing ground to other denominations in 
the matter of evangelism. Most communities in the 
South have inherited and still possess a strongly 
revivalistic attitude. This has come to pass through 
the vigorous evangelistic preaching of Baptist, 
Methodist and the Holiness groups of churches. 
These denominations, for the most part, strongly 
emphasize conversion, public confession of Christ, 
and the new birth, not only in their evangelistic 
meetings, but also in their Sunday services. A strong 
emphasis on “‘believers’ baptism” by immersion has 
also had its part in making the “clear-cut,” “time- 
place’ conversion more colorful. In the center of 
such religious environment, Presbyterians have 
frowned and struggled. We, generally speaking, 
have considered it too emotional and altogether un- 
necessary. Yet the facts stare us in the face that in 
proportion our growth by additions on profession of 
faith is small. This seems to point out that some- 
where along the line we are failing to do the job of 
reaching the lost in sin that we should. 


While not proposing to give a full answer to this 
situation, I would like to suggest what may be at 
least a partial one. It lies in the misuse of our doc- 
trine of baptism as we practice it—especially infant 
baptism. As an example, our Board has published a 
very attractive and important little booklet on in- 
fant baptism entitled ““The Baby Is Baptized.” The 
purpose of the booklet is to place in the hands of 
parents a brief statement of the doctrine of infant 
baptism that they may better understand the real 
significance of it. There is indeed much that is good 
and commendable in this little work. It outlines the 
Scriptural authority and traditional evidence for 
this doctrine and practice. The idea of placing such 
a work in the hands of parents preparing them for 
assumption of the baptismal vows is excellent and 
needful. But this work misleads believing parents 
who are preparing to have their infants baptized. 
It is due to such misleading as occurs in this booklet 
and in similar teaching throughout our Church that 
we have a generation of Presbyterians who are 
weak on evangelism. 


‘On Pages 14 and 15 of this little booklet, the 
parents who are preparing to present their children 
to God in baptism are told that their children are 
already children of God and that it is a mistake to 
try to tell them that they must be converted. Fur- 
ther, this is described as the position of historic 
Presbyterianism. There are distinetions needed 
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here. In His gracious covenant God has promised to 
be a God to us and to our seed. Accordingly, birth 
of Christian parents is an indication that the child 
is included in the election of grace, that it is God’s 
purpose to be his Father and have him for God’s 
child. But this gracious indication is neither a guar- 
antee nor necessarily a fact already accomplished. 
Further, as the students of the Westminster Con- 
fession and Catechisms realize, the covenant of 
yrace no more excludes spiritual conversion than it 
does redemption. What God purposes and promises 
in the covenant He brings to accomplishment in the 
reconciling, redeeming work of Christ and in the 
regeneration, converting work of the Holy Spirit. 
In our opinion, the teaching that the children need 
not be converted is out of accord with the Presby- 
terian confessional and catechetical statements on 
effectual calling and on repentance unto life. 


Further, the position of this booklet needs chal- 
lenging in the light of the first and second vows 
which our Book of Church Order provides that 
these parents assume at the baptism of their infant 
children. At that time they are asked to “Acknow- 
ledge their child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit* ...”’ that they are to “look in faith to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for their child’s salvation, as 
(they) do for their own.” In other words our Book 
of Church Order, truer to the Scriptures than the 
booklet, does not assume the converted relation of 
the children of believing parents to God. Our Book 
of Church Order teaches, with the Scriptures, the 
need of the new birth, the need of the child’s con- 
version by the “renewing grace of the Holy Spirit.” 
Our Book of Church Order further teaches, with 
the Scriptures, that the appeal and ground, yea the 
hope and assurance for the conversion of the chi 
dren of believing parents is the covenant promises 
of God! This indeed is a blessed and assuring hope 
for their conversion, but it is not a ground to mini- 
mize the need or neglect to attend unto the means 
God has ordained for their conversion. It is for 
us—and it is a part of our conception of evan- 
gelism—faithfully to apply by prayer and attend- 
ance to His Word these ordained means. In so 
doing we shall become truly and thoroughly evan- 
gelistic. In so doing we as Presbyterians will return 
to a warm healthy type of evangelism which, with 


*The first vow in our BCO is omitted in the 
Plan of Union submitted in January, 1949. 
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the Scriptures and our sister denominations, recog- 
nizes the need of conversion and of confessing 
Christ before men. 


Is there not a great need in our Southern Presby- 
terian Church rightly to use the great body of 
truth we profess to believe? It seems to the writer 
if we do so rightly use—viz preach and teach it in 
its purity and power, that our Church will revive 
and God will use us to reach the lost men and 


women of our communities. It is the misuse of, not 
error in, our confessional standards that make us 
tend toward lukewarmness and spiritual apathy! 


Let us pray God that we may recognize the need 
of the conversion even of our non-communing mem- 
bers and apply the means God has ordained for 
their awakening and conversion. Let us acknow- 
ledge the possibility that through this means God 
may refresh us with gracious visitations of His 
Spirit and blessed revival stirring in our midst! 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Solomon Begins FAs Reign 


Scripture: I Kings 1:28-40; 2:1-4; 3:1- 
15; 5:1 - 6:14; 8; II Chronicles 5-6. Devo- 
tional Reading: Proverbs 3:13-18. 


Our Devotional Reading is the well-known passage concerning the value of wisdom. Solomon is known 
for his wisdom, and yet he has been aptly called “the foolish wise man,” for he did not practice what he 
preached ; he did not continue in the path of true wisdom, for “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom,” but departed from the true God, and also from the path of righteousness. It is a double tragedy 
when a man knows what is right and departs from it; when he starts out well but ends up badly. The life 


of Solomon is a solemn warning to us all. To be 
good is better than to be wise. Then, that servant 
who knows and does not do, will be beaten with 
many stripes. 


I. Solomon Firmly Established 
On The Throne: 
I Kings 1:28-40 


If you will read the whole chapter you will find 
that Solomon did not ascend the throne without 
opposition and difficulty. As is usual there was a 
great deal of scheming and plotting on the part of 
those who wish to be in places of authority. Where 
there were many wives and numerous children you 
would expect trouble, and there was plenty of it as 
the deathbed of David drew near. 


David had promised—sworn—to Bathsheba that 
her son should follow him as king. But Adonijah, 
the son of Haggith, exalted himself, saying, I will 
be king. And it looked like he would succeed with 
his plan. Joab, who had remained loyal to David 
when Absalom rebelled and was largely responsible 
for the squelching of that uprising, went to Adon- 
ijah, and also Abiatha. Adonijah called his fol- 
lowers together, but Nathan the prophet and other 
leaders were not with him. 


Nathan spoke to Bathsheba and she went in to 
King David and reminded him of his oath to her. 
Nathan also came in and confirmed what Bathsheba 
said. So David took steps to immediately make 
Solomon King and nip this movement in the bud. 


Adonijah fled and took hold of the horns of the 
altar. Solomon said: “If he shall show himself a 
worthy man there shall not an hair of his fall to the 
earth.” (Later both he and Joab are slain, see 
Chapter 2, for it seemed unwise to let them live). 


The young king was finally made secure on his 
throne. 


II. David’s Charge To His Son: 
I Kings 2:14 


These words of David are both an encourage- 
ment and a warning, as such charges usually were. 
(See Moses’ charge to the people and to Joshua, 
and the farewell address of Samuel). These old 
men seemed to have a premonition of coming events, 
and being inspired of God, were prophets in the 
sense of foreseeing the future. 


“Be thou strong, therefore, and shew thyself a 
man.” How often these words ring out as a chal- 
lenge in the Bible! God told Joshua to “Be strong 
and of a good courage”’; Paul, writing to the Ephe- 
sians, urged them to “Be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might.” Solomon was undertaking 
a “man’s job,” and he would need all the strength 
he could get. 


“Keep the charge of the Lord thy God, and walk 
in His ways.” Well would it have been for Solomon 
if he had remembered these words of his father 
when he was tempted to go after other gods. Sol- 
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omon departed from his faith in God and also, as 
would naturally be the case, in his obedience to the 
commandments of God. Loss of faith is always fol- 
lowed by disobedience. 


Notice the conditional promise: “If thy children 
take heed, to walk before me in truth, there shall 
not fail thee a man on the throne of Israel.” God’s 
promises are usually conditional. The condition is 
sometimes stated; sometimes implied, For instance, 
there are beautiful promises concerning prayer, but 
there are also some conditions attached to these 
promises, such as “abiding in Him,” or “according 
to His will.” 


III. Solomon’s Dream And Choice: 
I Kings 3:1-15 


In the first verse of this chapter we see one of 
Solomon’s sad mistakes, and the beginning of his 
downward course: “And Solomon made affinity 
with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and brought her into the city of David.” 
Why do godly people want to make alliances with 
the ungodly? Why do Christian nations ally them- 
selves with those that hate the Lord? Why do 
Christians sometimes become unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers? Solomon’s ruin was largely 
caused by “outlandish” women. This was but the 
beginning, but a sad beginning. 


“And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the 
statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and 
burnt incense in high places. And the king went to 
Gibeon to sacrifice there.”” In Gibeon the Lord ap- 
peared to him in a dream by night and said, Ask 
what I shall give thee. 


This has often been called, Solomon’s wise choice. 
His humility is evident: I am but a little child: I 
know not how to go out or to come in. He also 
realizes the bigness of the task before him, and he 
asks for an understanding heart to judge the people. 
God was well-pleased with his choice, and not only 
gave him what he asked for, but added riches and 

onor. 


Then He makes him a promise conditioned on his 
keeping the commandments of the Lord, that He 
would lengthen his days. Solomon awoke from his 
dream and offered up burnt offerings and peace 
offerings. This was surely a good beginning and it 
looked as though his reign would certainly be one 
of righteousness and prosperity. There was an 
abundance of the latter, but the king soon forsook 
the Lord. 


IV. Solomon Builds The Temple: 
I Kings 5:1 -6:14 


This was the greatest piece of work that Solomon 
did, and next to his riches, honor and wisdom make 
him stand out as a glorious monarch. As we have 
seen, David made extensive preparation and plans 
for the House of the Lord. He had already made 
an alliance with Hiram, king of Tyre, a loyal 
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friend of both David and his son, “for Hiram was 


ever a lover of David.” 


Solomon sends a message to this ruler, telling him 
of his purpose, and makes a league with him. He 
raised a levy out of all Israel of 30,000 men, who 
went in relays of 10,000 a month to prepare the 
timber and stone needed for the building. Every- 
thing was made ready and in the 480th year after 
Israel came out of Egypt he began to build. No ham- 
mer or ax or any tool of iron was heard, the stone 
being cut beforehand. The king was seven years in 
building the Temple. Then a very significant note is 
added: “But Solomon was building his own house 
thirteen years.” Already the king seems to be ex- 
alting self and slipping in his devotion to the Lord. 


This was the beginning of an extensive “building 
program” which became a burden to the nation and 
started the dissatisfaction which finally resulted in 
the division of the kingdom. Taxes had to be in- 
creased as expenses mounted. The building of the 
Temple was a good and noble work, but as is so 
often the case with rulers, Solomon became more 
and more infatuated with his own interests and 
glory and forgot the Lord. 


He became vain, and enamored of “strange wo- 
men,” and tainted with idolatrous practices. So 
often kings (and presidents, too), begin with a 
feeling of humility and dependence upon God, but 
end up by being carried away with their own im- 
portance and glory. In the simple words of ordinary 
men, they become “big-headed” and self-sufficient. 
Solomon is a warning to all like-minded rulers. 


V. The Dedication Of The Temple: 
II Chronicles 5-6 


These chapters tell us of the dedication of this 
most costly house of worship. The fifth chapter re- 
counts the bringing into the Temple of all the ma- 
terials which had already been dedicated to the 
Lord by his father David. The Ark was brought in 
and placed in the most holy place. This was fol- 
lowed by a service of song and music, thanksgiving 
and praise. The glory of the Lord fills the House of 
the Lord. This is the climax of the whole celebra- 
tion, for it shows that the Lord accepted the build- 
ing for His abiding place. Until the glory of the 
Lord fills any place of worship it is not a real 
meeting-place with Him. 


The sixth chapter continues with the speech of 
the king as he blesses all the congregation and the 
Lord for all His mercy and kindness to him and to 
his father, David. Then comes the “dedicatory 
prayer’ which is very long and very beautiful, be- 
fitting the occasion. It begins with praise to the 
Lord God of Israel and the petition that God 
would respect the prayer and supplication of the 
king. There are many petitions in regard to the 
needs of the nation. It is hard to see how a man 
who could make such a prayer could depart so far 
from God. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 21 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


A Mutual Network 


DEVOTIONAL PROGRAM: 


Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing.” 
Scripture Lesson: I Cor. 12:1-27. 

Prayer. 

Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less.”’ 
Offering. 


Introduction: (Simulating a local broadcast 
with a world-wide hook-up). 


LocAL ANNOUNCER: 


Good evening, Radio Friends, we greet you in 
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and invite you 
to listen to this important program, designed to 
bring to you information that will indicate the vital 
and living relationship that exists between believers 
the world around, that together we might get a new 
vision of what it means to belong to Christ, as mem- 
bers of His body, and members one of another in 


Him. 


Stand by as we contact our believing brother in 
Western Germany. Come in, Germany... 


SPEAKER For GERMANY: 


This is your fellow believer and servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, speaking to you from the heart 
of Western Germany, and bringing you greetings 
in the Matchless Name of our Saviour. In the 
midst of the rubble and ruin of war, and despite the 
economic shackles that bind us, we have much for 
which to be thankful. We are not under the ruthless 
heel of Communism, and are at liberty, even as 
other Western democracies, to study the Word of 
God and to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ with- 
out fear of intervention. Even in the terrible and 
tragic destruction visited upon us as a nation we 
see the hand of God, and this freedom to witness 
and worship, lost under Hitler, is now restored. 
The hand of our God is upon us for good, and we 
are counting on Him for strength and guidance. 
We are indeed grateful for the prayers of God’s 
people and for the practical support that comes 
from the neighbors “of like precious faith” in other 
lands. We are thankful for those who have “first 
given themselves unto the Lord, and unto us by the 
will of God.” Continue to pray for us, and we will 
remember you before the throne of Grace. Good- 
bye, and may God bless you, as we return you to 
your home station. 


LocaL ANNOUNCER: 


Thank you, Germany. And now, let us listen to 
the Voice of Africa, coming to us from the Belgian 
Congo. Come in, Africa. 
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SPEAKER AFRICA: 


This is your Brother in Black, speaking to you 
from Luebo, Belgian Congo, in Africa. Greetings 
in the name of Christ. We are grateful indeed that 
God has not left us in darkness, but has given us 
the gospel, even as others, that we might have “the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.’ We are thankful for every 
faithful servant of the cross who has been called of 
God and sent by fellow Christians to bring us the 
good news of salvation. Our skins are black, but 
our souls have been washed white in the blood of 
the Lamb, and the bonds of love that bind us to- 
gether in Him are strengthened day by day by 
every token sent by you. Our concern today is for 
the millions in this great continent of Africa who 
have not yet heard the gospel. Will you continue to 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers, 
and will you continue to support them with your 
prayers and your gifts that they might be used of 
God? We are rejoicing in our “mutual faith,” and 
are conscious that even as we are drawn together 
by means of this mutual network of radio, so we 
are bound together by our mutual faith in Christ. 
Pray for us, and may God bless you. We return 
you now to your Mutual Network Studio. 


LocAL ANNOUNCER: 


Thank you, Africa. We pause now for station 
identification. This is your Mutual Network Sta- 
tion, LOVE, broadcasting from the Good News 
Building in your own home town. Keep your dial 
set while we see if we can contact our underground 
Christian Station in Red China. Come in, 
China ... Can you hear? Come in, China... 


CHINA SPEAKER (very faint - hesitant) : 


Hello, Brethren. We dare not speak but a word, 
for every move is watched, and even a friend can 
become an enemy over night. However, we thank 
God for His all-sufficient grace. ““We are troubled 
on every side; without are fightings, within are 
fears. Nevertheless, God, that comforteth those that 
are cast down, comforted us ... ” through your 
love and prayers. Please pray without ceasing. We 
are bound on every side, but are trusting God that 
our bonds will work out for the furtherance of the 
Gospel, for the Word of God is not bound, and 
God can work even behind the Iron Curtain. It 
means much to know that the saints of God in free 
lands are remembering us “that are in bonds, as 
bound with us.” We are strengthened by your 
faith and your prayers. The missionaries are gone, 
but Christ dwells in our hearts by faith and He is 
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able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think. Pray for us, for we are one with all of 


you who are in Him. God bless you. Goodbye. 


LocaAL ANNOUNCER: 


We have brought you by means of our Mutual 
Network, a word of greeting from other believers 
in Germany, Africa, and Red China, and we would 
remind you of countless others in many lands with 
whom we are one in Christ, having one Lord, one 
Faith, and one Baptism, children of God by faith 
in Jesus Christ. Certainly it should challenge our 
hearts to pray for one another, and to stand to- 
gether in the preaching of the gospel of Christ. One 
work of faith, one labour of love, one patience of 
hope; soldiers, servants, believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. May God make us faithful, saying with 
Samuel of old: “God forbid that I should sin 


against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.” 


Until this same time next week, this is your 
Mutual Network Home Station, LOVE, broad- 
casting from the Good News Building, in our own 
home town, saving goodbye and God bless you. 


Norte: Follow with general discussion and spe- 
cial prayer for believers in other lands. 


ChIIRCH NEWS 


World Missic.n Notes 


NASHVILLE, TENN. (PN )—Rev. and Mrs. Har- 
old Borchert and small daughter, and Miss Juanita 
Connell, newly appointed missionaries, sailed from 
New Orleans on August 12 for Japan. 


Mr. Ben Kelly left by plane from New York 
on August 12 for the Beglian Congo, where he will 
serve as a teacher at Central School for Mission- 
aries’ Children for the next three years. 


Rev. and Mrs. Donald E. Williams and their 
three children sailed from New York on August 15 
to return to their work in the North Brazil Mis- 
sion after their furlough year in the United States. 
Accompanying them was Miss Willodene Smith, 
newly commissioned missionary to North Brazil. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Brandt left by plane from 
Miami on August 18 to take up their work as new 
missionaries to the North Brazil Mission. 


Rev. and Mrs. Byron T. Price and small daugh- 
ter sailed from New York August 21 on their way 
to the West Brazil Mission, where they will serve 
as missionaries, 

Newly commissioned missionaries to the Belgian 
Congo. Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Jung and children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Manford Saunders and children, Dr. and 
Mrs. W. W. Beckner and children, and Miss Mary 
Doris Moore, sailed on August 27 from New York 
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for Brussels, Belgium, where they will study for 
the next year before proceeding to the Congo. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. M. Guthrie and family sailed 
from New York on September 18 to take up their 
work in the East Brazil Mission. 


Rev. and Mrs. E. W. Pettis and family. newly 
commissioned missionaries to Korea, sailed Septem- 
ber 15 from San Francisco for Japan, where they 
will engage in language study until they are able 
to enter Korea. 


Literally a ship load of missionaries sailed on 
September 7 from San Francisco for Japan when a 
group of our missionaries set out as the only pas- 
sengers on a ship headed for that country. Those 
making up the party are: Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 
Lancaster, Jr., and daughter, Miss Jo Anne Heizer, 
Miss Mary Elizabeth Blake, Rev. Don McCall, 
Rev. James Magruder, all newly commissioned mis- 
sionaries to Japan; Rev. and Mrs. Keith Crim, new 
missionaries to Korea, who will go first to Japan 
for language study; Miss Katheryne Thompson, one 
of our China missionaries, who goes to serve among 
the Chinese in Japan; and Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, 


of Kinjo College, in our Japan Mission. 


Mrs. Martha Savels will sail on Septembmer 15 
from New York for the Belgian Congo. Mrs. Savels 
spent part of her furlough vear in her native Bel- 
gium and has spent the rest of the time with her son 
in Nashville, Tenn. 


Rev. and Mrs. L. A. McMurray sailed on July 
30 for the Beglian Congo, after having spent their 
furlough year in this country. 


Rev. and Mrs. T. R. Taylor and family sailed 
on July 24+ for the West Brazil Mission to take 
up their work there after their furlough spent in 
this country. 


Mr. and Mrs. Garland Goodrum, of our Congo 
Mission, announce the birth of a son, Mark Mor- 
rison, on August 12, in the Congo. 


Miss Lettie Beaty, of our Mexico Mission, has 
been granted a six months’ furlough beginning the 
first of October and will be coming to the United 
States at that time. 


The First Year's Report For Billy Graham 
Film “Mr. Texas” Shows Recorded 
Decisions For Christ Numbering 75,000; 
Attendance Total Near Three Million 
Washington, D. C., Sept. 15.—One of the most 


effective evangelistic efforts in America was out- 
lined this week by Walter H. Smyth, Director of 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Films, Inc., in the first 
vear’s report for “Mr. Texas,” called “The world’s 
first Christian western.” Since it was first shown in 
the Hollywood Bowl on October 1, 1951, the film 
has been seen by an estimated 3,000,000 persons, 
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the largest audience ever to see any one Gospel film 
in one year. 


From that number of viewers, approximately 
75,000 persons have responded to the invitation as 
extended at the close of the film, and have made 
their decisions for Christ. Mr. Smyth estimated 
that this was the largest number of decisions for 
Christ for any single evangelistic effort during the 
past year, adding: ““We thank God for every evi- 
dence of His blessing on this medivm of evangelism. 
The film was conceived in prayer, produced with 
prayer and sent forth with prayer. God has won- 
derfully blessed.” 


The film has been shown during the year only 
under sponsorship or supervision of the Graham 
film organization. In nearly every showing, the in- 
vitation to receive Christ as Saviour has been ex- 
tended by the individual in charge of the showing. 
In the great majority of cases, the individuals mak- 
ing their decisions for Christ have been carefully 
counselled with by local pastors and Christian wor- 
kers. The same program will be followed in the 
year ahead, with additional qualified film represen- 
tatives being appointed to handle showings in the 
various sections of the country. 


Outstanding showings of “Mr. Texas” have in- 
cluded the preview in Hollywood Bowl when 
25,000 persons assembled, the largest crowd ever to 
see a motion picture at one time in this country. 
The world premiere in Fort Worth, Tex., attracted 
17,000 persons, and in Minneapolis, Minn., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., Greensboro, N. C., and several other 
cities, audiences of 10,000 and more saw the film. 
In many cities it was necessary to have two or three 
showings in one night, and in several instances it 
— necessary to have repeat showings at a later 

ate. 


The film has become a missionary venture as 
well, with several prints now being shown overseas. 
Foreign translations are planned in the near future. 


“Oil Town—U.S.A.” newest production of Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Films, is currently in produc- 
tion, with national release scheduled for early in 
1953. The new film centers around the recent Billy 
Graham Crusade in Houston, Tex. Every indica- 
tion is that the new film will surpass “Mr. Texas” 
in many details, with careful planning and a wealth 
of experience going into the new production. 


The Bible Mastery Campaign 
For 1952 With Romans 

Beginning in a Seattle Church in 1926, sponsored 
by Seattle Presbytery since 1930, the Bible Mastery 
Campaign has spread till last year it was observed 
in 46 states, five Canadian provinces and seven for- 


eign lands, and in over 27 denominations. Several 
denominations officially promote it. 


The Bible Mastery Method of repeatedly reading 
a book through has been used and urged by many 


14 


Bible teachers. The germ was found in a little book 
“How To Master The English Bible,” by Dr. J. 
M. Gray. Dr. M. R. Turnbull speaks of “the value 
of reading the Bible as a means of studying the 
Bible. In fact the right kind of Bible reading is the 
best kind of Bible study.”’ It is a revelation thus to 
read a book through at a sitting and to repeat the 
reading daily for a month. 


Romans is the book this year with a choice of 
Committals: to read the book through daily during 
October or to read at least four chapters daily. A 
layman greatly used of God said: “I have read 
Romans through every day, except Sunday, for 17 
years.” | 


Romans is a handbook on Salvation. Its great 
theme is “Power unto Salvation,” more explicitly, 
“The Power of God unto Salvation.” It presents 
“The Double Cure,” in the words of the loved 
hymn: “Be of sin the double cure, save me from its 
guilt and power.’ It answers the question, “Is there 
power by which to live it?” 


Further information, a four page leaflet, Com- 
mittal Card and Book Mark may be secured by 
sending a stamped (in the U. S.) addressed en- 
velope to Rev. C. J. Boppell, 2666 Thirty-Seventh 
Ave., S. W., Seattle 6, Wash. 


An Actual Fact 


The Apostles preached the Resurrection with no 
uncertain sound, because to them it was an actual 
fact, for they both saw and touched the risen Lord. 
Nothing short of the actual fact could have changed 
those thoroughly disheartened disciples into un- 
conquerable martyrs, whose faith was tested by 
their blood. So in all ages the Resurrection has been 
the rallying point of faith. 


Genuine faith must have solid facts to stand 
upon. The solid rock of the Christian faith is the 
Resurrection; and the Christian Sabbath is one of 
the solid facts that attest it. 


The Resurrection is the reason of our faith, the 
ground of our hope, and the pledge of our salvation. 
The Gospel of the Resurrection is the only Gospel 
that will convert the world, for it is the only Gos- 
pel that is backed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Gospel of the Resurrection and the Sabbath of 
the Resurrection belong to each other. They cannot 
be separated. Wherever the Gospel of the Resur- 
rection has gone, the Resurrection-day Sabbath has 
gone; and the Holy Spirit has ever put the seal of 
His blessing upon it. It is not possible for an ig- 
norant misconception of the Sabbath to have been 
uniformly and continuously marked with the seal of 
divine approval through 1900 years. 


The power of the Resurrection is the fact that 
makes Satan tremble. He would gladly blot out 
every witness that pointed the sinner to it. Infidels 
deny the Bible—worldlings will not read it—but 
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they cannot help reading the testimony of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. It is like an unbroken cord that leads 
unerringly to the objects to which it is attached. It 
proves the fact of the Resurrection. This in turn 
proves the divinity of Christ. This in turn proves 
the authority of the Bible. It is the witness that will 
not down. —Maurice S. Logan, 
(“Sabbath Theology.” ) 


Quotations From “Our Public 
Schools - Christian Or Secular” 


One of the striking features of the new book 
under this title is the wide selection of fitting and 
supporting quotations which serve to focalize the 
confirming thinking of many foremost statesmen, 
educators and religious leaders on the place of the 
Bible and religion in American life and in edu- 
cation. 


“The Bible is the Book on which this Republic 
rests.”” —President Andrew Jackson, 


“The Bible is the source of liberty.”” —President 
Thomas Jefferson. 


“To this Book we are indebted for the progress 
made in our civilization and to this Book we must 
look as our guide in the future.’”’ —President U. S. 
Grant. 


“The more profoundly we study this wonderful 
Book and the more closely we observe its divine pre- 
cepts, the better citizens we will become and the 
higher will be the destiny of our nation.” —Presi- 
dent William McKinley. 


“The Bible has been the Magna Charta of the 
poor and the oppressed ... Nowhere is the funda- 
mental truth that the welfare of the state in the 
long run depends on the righteousness of its citizens 
so strongly laid down. The Bible is the most demo- 
cratic book in the world.” —President Theodore 
Roosevelt. 


“There are great problems before the American 
people. I would be afraid to go forward if I did not 
believe that there lay at the foundation of all our 
schooling and all our thought the incomparable and 


unimpeachable Word of God.” —President Wood- 


row Wilson. 


“The foundations of society and government rest 
so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would 
be difficult to support them if faith in these teach- 
ings should cease to be practically universal in this 
country.” —President Calvin Coolidge. 


The author follows with his own statement: 
“The Book that made America should be in the 
schools on which we depend to make Americans.” 


—From The Christian Statesman. 
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CALVIN CAN BE YOURS 


FREE! 


Yes, the great 45-volume set of John Cal- 
vin's incomparable commentaries on the 
Holy Scriptures can be yours absolutely 
FREE of any cost to you. 


Here’s Our Offer: 
YOU OBTAIN 100 SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 


The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


and send to us correct names, addresses 
and remittances collected from sub 
scribers at $2.50 each. We give you the 
complete, fine-edition set of Calvin Com- 
mentaries currently retailing for $150.00. 


But here’s the BIG part of this offer! You 
don't have to wait until you have the 100 
subscriptions to begin receiving your 
books. For every three subscriptions you 
send in, we'll send you one volume of the 
commentaries. By the time you have sold 
99 JOURNAL subscriptions, you'll have 33 
volumes of these up-to-date commentaries. 
Your 100th subscription will then bring 
you the rest of the books! 


Ideal as a gift for your pastor! Get every 
department working on this and surprise 
him with a set. It's the most sought-after 
commentary in the world among Presby- 
terian preachers. 


Ideal as a gift for your church library! 
Ideal as a gift for a seminary student! 
Ideal as a gift! That's why we want to 
give it to you. 
The Southern Presbyterian 


Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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